SARS AND THE HEART INSTITUTE

DR LIM ING HAAN, Ambassador to the Courage Fund,

has kindly penned her personal experience for the THI PULSE

fefore the storm —
6oual? gitls here were

2

Dr Lim is on the far right

‘Ing_ Haan, come (o in the dance”  The night is ¢fill
early and the moed Jaw'ai [ am still wheeling from the
it i”a'ﬁng_ dance performance bb} our nurées from Ward 84,
who have. Somehon morphed from the white angels | ¢ee
i the daily morning. vounds o ultvy civens. Allow me o
quote Hamich Brown, the MC for the evening, “Wow; o
much gliffer. all these beavties dressed to the nines....|
vw.uﬂdr?;jr rcg(dr Spend iﬂg_ some: Time: i Tan Tock ‘50!15. Heh,
Heh..'

That was 14th March 2003, Gllitteratzi, the Tan Tock
Seng_annval dinner and dance. The night wheve everythin

seemed o perfect, where Hoke Su came with hig fiancée,
wheve ¢taff nurse Ach ﬁfoovfad fo the music i a skt
that was ¢o very <tra fgjm[fq cropped, where almost
everone. in o big fanm[q turned vp o enjoy themselves.

What wa unicnonn to me- at that time was that a few nurces
vom Ward SA have: alveady been warded for fever 2 day
azo. With unnerving. coincidence, the nwsed from Ward 84
éardiofogﬁ iﬂpaﬁcﬁ% ward) and Ward 6A (CLV) <tarted
developing. high fever over the weekend and were bein
admitled fo CDC. WHO declaved SARS a worldwide heal
slevt on 15th March 2003,

| vemember Monday the 1Fth C,Ilc-ak'IlT. It wa¢ the CIMI [
felt foo tived fo aet ovt of bed. | started having a dr
couzh and huperaesthesia but ¢fill Am&%f/d ngcf? out 02
t-a?far‘ the marming_vounds. Hok Sy, Xu Wei and my fellow
vegictvar, Mar af? veported cick. | wag given 2 daug
medical leave but felt better after gIooF'mg)__ He entive
;‘:-Ffbk'r‘laon 'f'hm%l'] the mgrh'i".

| turned up for work. on TT/cgolav; s | felt better. The
elustering. of cases was worrisome; Tan Tock. Sena_went
into ved alert. At that time, | ¢hill have no Signs of fever
or wucq)h, Jué‘f }'wwf,r'ac.gﬂwéia, but felt compelled fo digeuss
ty ok QL-IMF‘f'CJmC; with an Infections Vigeace Concultant. [t
was with velief when | wac fold that an X 1?311 wal, net

yet warvanted. My schedule wa¢ hectic ag vgual. |
Saw close to 6O Paﬁenk oh ﬁc@olav’ and chwc»;alaq
maming‘ cAinics.

Wednesday, the 19th ctarted like any other day.
L will slways be thankcful that | actually donned an
N95 mask for the moming. clinic. The whole
idea wag fo protect my patients from ml«]f,df. Thie
sttvacted the bewildered cfares from my clinic
nurses and of course, my patients. | would never
have known that this wag fo be a harb'mgcvr of
'ﬂwingg fo come. | had fo take over Maﬂ]t call
becavse of manpower chortage. | had no fever, no
excuse, and am reigped o fact that Hill now;
| have only <pent 5rand otal of 5 days with Cireg, n
our hew house, having. it come back from honeymoon. I
between blve letters (congulfe) and tripe fo the emergenc
department, | found myself ovfsise the radioég'aj
department. By come- bizarve logic, | decided fo fake
chest )(RaLI there and then, becavie the chances of me
next wafk_ing bn} the came Pl’ac‘c- over the next 24 houre
were Prcxl"hl ¢lim,

The righ% lower lobe infiltrate looked iﬂc;ign'rfnc,anﬁ But
Dr Kong_Fo Mavn fooke |ust ote lock, mped a metre
away and threw me a mack. Just of thic moment |
someone collapsed in the CLU, wisdom overvvled impvlse,
| had fo be iolated with immediate effect. Fortunately,
Pr f?-.ab[m{?ﬂd Lee caved the d’asI and the Pa‘f"ie:n‘h Pr Nz
Chee Keonérr kindly did a step down cover for the call
My femperatwe hit 39.5'C by the time | walked fo
CPC. | was promptly admitted,

Thig Gardiofom_? Tan Tock Seng Sank info the darfest
woments in 1% hictory, with 3 regichars, 3 medical
officers, 1 technician and half of it CEU nurses adwmitted
over the next few da"]g‘ Thi¢ wag followed bq the official
clocwre of the hogpi‘faf to non-SARS Paﬁc’/M < on the 24th
March 2003, chPHc the Pormcaﬁon of fear and
weertainty, every Single one of the remaining. cardile
mgiﬁmﬂ: did not hesitate when called fo pifch in to hc!lo
in the SARS wards, Dr Ng_Kheng Siang_fook the lead
by taking cave of the cickest ones in ICU needing cavdlac
concult: v Yonz (Duek Wei spent the next 2 mon%ﬁ dOng:r
vounds in CP

This i€ a new dicease, respecting no boundaries. Trve fo
the Tan Tock Seng gpirit, those blessed with the MRCF
came forward wié@muf being. acked. All nrces and staff
voluntarily stayed on. In fac, till now there were only 2
r:éigm*f‘ ion¢ dve to SARS. Theve was initial ?‘houghl" of
Segy ating. hospital chaff info feams, but morsle wag ¢o
low 1haf ﬁc hospital adminictration decided ag,amsd" i

-
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The Pamnniaf qye»:ﬁon at that time wac: why é:ardiofqggl?
Fate lag vt that we queevmbed Hhvough LrnFrafcdrcd exposure
to Mdm Fainah who had been admitfed for heart failvre
and who later contacted Pnovmonia from the firg'f' index
case whilst in the open ward. Her oliag_noéié was
rofrogfoc;ﬁ\/c 'l'hrovgb oPidomioJ’o‘gic.al links.

All thece fook Pl’am while | was on mYy Siek bed. There
wWal ne ]d“ngrac [ with all the admitted nwseg and doctore
kept close contact with each ather through phone calle.
We were worvied for cach other but were not allowved o
move around. Intially, | wac allowed onc vigitor before the
ne vicitor vule. The highlights of the day weve the mornin
and evening_ rounds where | tried fo parficipate actively in
my own management. Ctherwise, it was wst CNN and fhe
ilr'at[:r war. What [ ¢till find bizavve wac Frat fresh Howers
were banned.

In the initial days, there appeared to be no consensus on
treatment. Seme of v were ctarted on Ribavarin and higf,h
doce. prednisalone. Ribavarin made me Sicker than | really
wag. | lost what wag left of my appeitite and became proctvate
with navsea. By that fime, | wag cohorted info a four bedder
becavie the hoépihf had run ovt of igolation bed. The Pa‘ﬁoni’
opposife me ceemed fo have intractable vomitin ﬁ‘tmugh
the night<, It was micerable. [c‘vﬁcﬂ‘h}a”b] decided To exereice
iy r‘rg’hﬁ; and diceontinued both thede medication.

Theve were very
few comforts.
One of them
was drinkin
Ribens, A |
from Cindy, a
CDC medical
officer who
wag di_;dwar*grd
+ way before |
wag. | ]Cfnichml'
half the bottle.
Other [ittle
tures kept
?vf: Sane., T'hPo
alailq meal
that @1»/@5_
sends  me
without fall,
the olaifv’
phone callg
from m
family and friends including Dr Susan Ruekt, which came
o'aifq with clock-like r%yfarih?. It never fails to bring_ a
Smile o my face.
Through the little windon of ty door, | can Hoke Su% name
rubbed off the white board. | vealiced with tervor that
something. vntoward had haPFcncd but it was even worde
than | had dared imaginc. | covldnt cry hor Sleep. One of

CCU Ward Staff @ TTSH

the MO¢ Q'f'a»]cd over o keep \/igi!. | covld not evase the
fooﬁng_ of 5yil+ that washed over me. To me, Medical
Officers are the babies of the oloFaH'movrt We mould and
train them and watch them gyow vp info reliable doctors.
We. ¢hould be V(Apon;iblo for 1‘?:# Qafo’h] foo. Mq heart was
very hca\/v,.

Life can be <o vnprooliaf'ablo and wnfair. Mok Su hag et
oined TTSH onlq 4 monthe a0 after coming_ from UK. He
was dependable and capable, qwﬂgraﬂd vibrant. He impressed
with hig infellizence and hig exberant smile. He embodied
qmrﬂn and wivealized patential that wag aohing_‘fb be fulfilled.
My heart went ovt fo Hole Sut mother and grandmother whe
were aléo ho(,PHaI ized at the <ame time. And my heart bled for
Hok. S fami!v].

For me and for everyote i Tan Teck 56:%, what happened fo
Hoke Su gerves a6 a rude reminder of the fra 1)07 of life,
the limitations of medesm day medicine, the: folly of complacency
and the importance of uf'rgifanc,e,_ What any one of vs went
throvgh i¢ minicevle compared to the pain that Hole Sut family -
were put Hhvovzh, Litte did we know now that we would be
again put-fo the fect with Aler and Sicter Hamidah.

I\/\v} onvh digc.hargr, was further dc[aqc;al a week affer |
olc\/o!oPcol nosoc.omial Pnovmcnia m@.-irin intravenous Fortum
and zentamicin. The PoimL hit hame. onl'rrf on the dal] of digamrgg,
when | discovered | was oo breathless 1o cover the dictance
between the wards
and my office without
. ébeFin for a breather.
w0 And all 1 had wag my
overnight bag_and Some
books.” Before thi¢, |
had a!mq; felt Youn
healthiy and invincible.
Thi¢ 1€ a humbfiﬂg_

cxPcricncc.

I i¢ without dovbt that
we have uvived and
éhch together under
the charigmatic
lcaolcréhip of Dr Lim
Svet Woon. He made
timely and momentous
decisions fo ¢teer v in
these vncharted waters
We have even vndevtook
measures over and above
WHO  recommendations.
He r‘cw:.ogﬂ'rm::' c-:-ar*’fl? that fear and vumors ave bred through
the eloak o.f Ceevecy and undertook o update all of v
thiough daily emails, Thic i¢ a firct | am provd of all the
healthcare workers, including. all the velunteers from other
hosprals, who oined forees fo battle SARS with delfless
determination Thote fallen muct not be forgg'an.



SARS IN THI

THE Severe Acute Regpivatory ‘5L1ndmrm (SARS) hit S'mgaport.
in March 200% and chan the way we live and Pmuﬁw
medicine. SARS i indeed the grestest challenge Singapore
faces since the 2nd World Way: The Heart lnctifute i€ in the
midst of SARS action. Ag Tan Tock Seng_ Hogpifal becomes
the SARS hogphl of the oowrfm? National University Hogpital
cavdiology, cardiothoracic- snd vaseular Surgery and Aleyandra
H‘oéPHra oamlmfagg are affected a¢ well

In NUH cardiolosy, all CME- meethings within the oloparf'monf
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were cancelled.” All annval leaves weve also cancelled. Quickly,
doctors in the department 4551’6531"50! into two teams — ward

" |
The ward team in CCU (HI @ NUH) with PPE

V6 non-ward., The 2 teams worked with no face~to-
face contact ¢o that if 1 member of a feam wag down or
needed waran’rmca[ the other feam covld fake over and
mv’u:lod coveraae. Ward vounds and clinics ave vun donnin
P«srfanaf profec ective equipments, namely gonme, NG5 macks
and gloves, Hictories ave vetaken on SARS contactt and
fabh[c episodes.  Every ctaff congictently cheeks hig /
her awn temperature thvice a clay, even o Pubha hohdav,(
Moevement chavte are wn;’ranﬂq watntained, We receive
d'aih? Minicty r:af Health aleyts and the hc@filﬁf Ops center
updaﬁpc F’Eirmt& are: tuned and fine—tuned. Email¢ cee 2
I’caF fo. overfloning numbers. Da:Prh' facing_ man
- un(,c‘rfain'f‘iof,, all ctaff worked ginglo—mindcdl'b] To perform
ow dvties i lookinz. after ow Faﬁs-ﬂ’f'c. A< Hhe far,o af
SARS changes, the battle with SARS continves...

SARS AND THE CARDIAC MO

diary of DR MILDRED HO, NUH

T I NN S — S —— S — — S —— — — — — —

It all ¢tarted when My Wholecaler wag admitted to NUH for
“CF on B/4/03. | ¢hovld have trvsted my intuition that
there wag éom&'f‘hmg_ fléhi'} abovt him. He ¢melt of SARS -
on hmdclgh'l'

Hmdcugh‘l'c are always foo late, and that wag how | and my
ooflcagyoé and nurées got quarantined.

t gounded fun initially. Hey! A full 10 days of enforced leave

wag oorfam!q ml’wmud affer a caorw|n5141 endless peviod of

tiving ward work. We r,oul'd wake wp late and wadte the

# dayy on bramfc«, thinag like w,ﬂ‘c_hmg_ mavathon TV,

d;a:?{érgam dozin heve was no dateline to meet, no
wervy aba

fl' P%‘ficn‘f'r; and unfinished work.
i worked. 547 dab] 5, | felt My brain VO‘H’IHg_ anay
5:1 dab] 7, | went mad. | acevsed everyone at home of boma}_
fodmg, 5htrf’hngrmc up inmy beclroom al'! the time, hfv]m&
il me with dheer bon:dom Nother—in—lawt vaphovg meslt
were meant o fatten me like a fenced chicken for ¢lavghter:

Her offer 1o holp clean and disinfect my roomn ¢eemed like a
hint o 591‘ vid of me.

i I ————

The came dab] news of another NUH doctor being admitted
to ICV ¢truck me. That was the first time | realised how
winevable life was. Even though | don't know the doctor
Pcrgona!!v], I senced the chilling fact that comeone within
such close \/lum‘h/’ who wag ¢hill walking about a few weeks
age covld become <o il ';ualdmf»] | broke. down,

Forhapc that wag vvh», my Jrompemfwa chot up to 37.8 the
next olav} which landed me in CDC for 2 daqc I\/\ firt
hohola at CPC was vather en ov]ablo — apart from ‘Hf\c wval
;’ﬂﬂm hfoFuoal heat and hogp ifal food. | wag wrfﬁaqu well
loo after. The Single room was well ctﬁ;iFFcol with an
attached bathroom, a 2 1inch TV plic vemote control, i
Pcrgonal phone. [ine. | even had my olalfl" < F"? of The Strarte
Times. A call-bell for room service and frlcnol{v, hclpfvl nurées
and doctors were added bonvses.

[ ind‘ufg;d in the amount of attention | zot, non- d‘oP callg from
everyone, moludmg_ my bosges. Theve was even a vigit from
Frof YT Liml



H tumed ovt that | wag c,c}mpfcfc-fujl afebrile (and af;'«Imr;fbrmf'E(.-")
Proughout the firt r;'f:-éhJ = whieh ehded iy Hruet in Chima—
made mevewin thermoemeters fm—‘&fc,r_ [t muct have been
r'mdm:%-_ -faic_.c-h? Pugh.
But that didn't ctop my dad from his bevate of “¢ee-
wha'f—zqnu'w-:-—doﬂc-" anel "fr'fufdd?ou—-gn" when he admitted
himéelf to TTSH for fever 1 ._Jac? later fa:miﬂgf contact
with we when | wacn't macked. He wac c..l'c-aif'l'l? fr"igj,w’mﬂcd.
He wat convineed he had SARS

Then my father-mn—law went down wath fever and got
admitled 1o TTSH. The timing covldn’t have been worte.
[ would feel 5&4”){»} if hi¢ condrtion deteriorates.

F;érfunafc:-fﬂ none: of us had SARS, we were it SARS-
pects. Of cowrte it didnt make 5 difference o

Dr Ho (lefi) with her friend Dr Florence Loh

most peaple wio only know 'SARS and no SARS', the words
'gugfx’,dﬁ and ‘Probab!d were not in their \/ooabufaw].

The ¢econd time | wa¢ admitted fo CPC - this time for real
fever, | vealised that d@éFi‘f-:'/ ot having. URT1 qu]o‘fomél.
breathlessness or CXR. changes, | could never prove that | didn't
pevhaps, have the qubclinical or mutated form of SARS (which
Made anv]ﬁqinf wnder the un attribvtable fo SARS Since one can
in theory 5¢ cvorﬂﬂ':éng_ from mutations.).

Thic time | wag VC.-Q”‘-? Geke. & QID!if'ﬁn' _headache which failed

500.5 o’ Faﬂadof, then diarvhiea, an §ut~§r,r[yan'fh 5 dang of

ntvactable vetching, 1 chant halfv matters wath the incescant

drilling. and hammering. right avfcide the window, uparadin

works | wag fold. | muéﬂ‘w" eat ar drink Evbmrf’hiﬂg;l oﬁcgf madér
e queasy <o | chded Uf:jm? ih bed the whale
clay wntil y boAJ ached. fma”q qio[dad fo
the intravenos ViP.

After my family 5Q+ quarantined, my friends
and begges fook turng hclping_ to deliver food
and drinks in aH’cmeé to cheer me up. s
felt like a mivacle when my rc‘fchiné;guddanfﬁi
€+oppcol. [ felt o well that | wag convinced
| covld be diccharaed the next clay. But alag,
bacl news, my Pf;réjsf count wag only 72.

But the resl ordeal wag alveady over, [ wag
C;cx--ing_ My lagt olaqé at CDC. Nothing much
mattered after that cxacp‘f that My one
and on(b] Palpablc cubital vein 591L thrombosed
from vepeated venepuncture. Giosh, ['ve
never been poked rcpcaﬁ;olfq So many times
before. Now 1 still wince a litte when |

¢et pfu5_ on Paﬁcn‘k.

LIVING WITH SARS

rersonal experience of DR ONG HEAN YEE,
Cardiac Registrar at the National University Hospital

“2 weeks in Ward 54"

Frofogye

[ wag having_lunch with 3 MO and 5 other reaichrars /
concultants and wad looking forward fo a ‘relaying afternoon
in the cardiac {-J“ow—uF c-cfir}if,, when the NUH OF.\Q Center
Fa‘gcd to tell v¢ that three MOX and | would have o g0
imE:J {uamn‘h’nc. with immediate effect for the next 10
da:r,' A fourth MO wag on 2 weeks Gick leave dve to 3
le<s lethal and more familiar viral illness kenown ag chicken
pot Thig left ovr last MO Wondaring if he would have to

[ ———————— et e e

doa 1 in1 call for the next 10 days. Well, the rest of the

ums were hvmane and a n.on‘ﬁngg,noq F!an was alread
?;va!aﬁ;d (fo make the rcgid‘rar‘t; do MO calls) by the
time we finiched caﬁng

Ward 54

Ward 54 wa¢ cloced becavse a FVc\/Iovg FaﬁcmL theve wag
transferved fo Ward 76 (isolation ward) on the 31¢t of
March and f,ubf;chLuomLfv] to TTSH. There were al'afcad'tT 4
Ward 54 ctaff c[_u;-iran'f'inco/ there — 3 nurges, one each from
China, Burma and the Fhilippines and 1 cleaner from Johor:




[

pher”

Dr Ong, ovr “photogra

The Ward 64 cohort consicted of mv’éc{f, two nurses from
China, <ix nwrses [ care agsistants from the Fhilippines and
one Sin?@f;orcan nurse. Moct staff that choge fo zLuaVavH' ine
themselves in the hoéPmLal were fomlgﬂcrg who could not
Q’rav’ with their flat-mates. Theve wag vigit from Sicter
' Na and Wha who he f{)ed 1o ovientate v¢ and évFP{v] vS with
ﬂmc magazines and nencpapers a well a¢ load¢ of snacks
ﬁ:uf which we were ve Y a)jﬂlcfv[ On the ¢econd :Jaq the
Ward 5% ctoff were moved 1o (/hlp Bee Caavdent in the
Holland \/I”aéf/ area to §%ycéafc the different cohorts

Fever

On the thivd day, one of the Ward 54 ctaff wa¢ admitted
1o Ward 76 with fc\/cr. I+ wag Prcﬁv’ obvious She was ver
antious when she left. But we were ctill hopeful that all of
v would zet Hﬁmus:ri thic, But then in rapid cuccession,
another nirse deve uf.:cd f-cv’cr an the morning. of the
‘Hh JJVF and wat admitted fo Ward 706, lster é;ﬁ came

1t another nurée had a T‘CMPGVQ’IL\/VC of more than 38°C

« and was admitted fo TTSH. Everyone ate t:cFamfcf

3¢ well ac qietn) that night a¢ we coon found mﬂl
pE

that anether vezictrar and one of o MOC were
febrile ac well ﬂmu ) there weve no ore febrile
Claff affer thatf, it waf afwavf, on ouwr minds from
then on. Thote old fiwu(%h to have watched _ohn
Carpenter’ clxgic “The Thnw will knowyaf how
we ch

Freedom and then again

W r,nan.aa”g:d 1o qurvave il dabp ten with rc\qjyar

calle -fmm family, ro”th?\reA and with veaular m{-vuonc’
of unh&alfh foad )Lram the nursing_ officers 35 well
26 vicifg from Chief and other congultants. On the
mammgrof Dsn 11, we were 3l packed and ready
1o o whien we were hit by bad news, Ops center
hac decided fo exfend our rfuardﬂ‘fmc by 4 d’aPIC <
we were technically in contact with the nurges
that were nonw a-Iat;éJf ied a¢ Probabl'c SARS. Somie
of the nurées in our cohort were shill bravel
%oiﬂs_ ulvgh'rr(; fo Ward 64 fo work and Hwovj came
ack abil'i? with reports of wove Faﬁc-nfi, bein
febrile and transferved fo iolation. We came é
realize that owr confact wag a “Super-infector’
‘ andd how fuL\Ly’ we were o far. Later we come
fo kenow that he was the Faciv Féumm vcég;’rabhc
whole<aler and that 3 members of hi¢ fanml'u
would cVOH‘f‘UB”VI cuecumb to SARS a¢ well ag ceveral o‘f‘hcr@
i contact with him. All this covld then be traced back o

the SGiIH ovtbreak and the initial index cace — very §obcrm5
mdeed.

Noarlq there

On dnu fifteen, we were aﬁgm Faokcd and Vcadl/’ to
mfcarhmah IIIF the night before, one of ovr cohort who haal
left on cL;LJ 10 d’erIoPcd fever on day 12. There wat
falk of kﬂ&Fng_ us for anather S dab‘ﬂ, Thic wat alco the
day that we heard the heartwrenching news of Dr Ales
Chaok death. | moved out of Ward 54 1o iy sicter s flat
while waiting. for the final decicion |c,53n£m5 further
quar antine. c;?cnﬂon 3¢ | wag b vmm fo m;{ lmpmgonrd
CJC@FI'{'C the best efforts of HR. ?) cheer v T//OVJrumffh?
the FaVﬁwlaV staff wag later not clag¢ified a§ SARS and
we were ﬁna”q alloned to return o a way of life that bq
now had ohanggol forever.

Dr Ong_ Hean Yee,
Naﬁona?k/m\/cqu HothLaf




EULOGY FOR DR ONG HOK SU

Friends and Colleagues:

We still can't believe that he’ gone. Dr Ong_tok Su. “Hok
Su" o g who knew him a¢ ovr colleaaye, anr?our friend. He
left vs on 7 April 200% for 5 better place, hi¢ last dayg
spent in Tan Tock Scng_ Hogpital.

He wag indeed a friend 1o all of v¢ fellow Medical Officers
n the Department of C,ard'mfag,y? At TTSH. A vare fellow in
3 world which champions looking. evt for “Number One’, he
was unéelfich and giving. Efficient and competent, he would
finich hic worke and then, inctead of resting, would go on fo
help the vest fo rum treadmill teste, complete d:r;c.halgp
summaries, write prescriptions, fake blood, and o on

Many a fime, we would be pleacantly surpriced o find our
work. alveady done, and on imtuirin wevld find ovt that it
hacl been done by Hok Su. He didn't call owr atfention fo
what he had helped with, but instead took a @;ic‘l‘ pleasure in
lingroning_ ovr load.

When a fellow MO was on call during._a public ho!idsv}, he
would bring_ in Soup from home to cheer up the one on duty.
Even now, we remember his ‘chipmunk smile, that youthful
5{1;4 na young. man full of promise, <o far removed from death
3¢ can be in Thi¢ world.

A Mal"abrgian from Batv Fahat, he moved fo Sin pore 1o §‘h/d!7

i the Anzlo-Chinece School, digtin f;i"llrﬂg_ himself
academically. He earmed fop honour¢ a¢ the OBA (Old F}os—,g‘

Association) Glold Medsllist in Junior Colleze.
He began hic medical ctudies in Sydney, Avctralis, bp]é;
moving_on o St Barts in London, where he obfained hi
dngr’uog and compleded his housemanchip.

Next, he retumed fo Sing pore where he feok up 3 position in
the National University Hospitalé Department of Greneral
Medicine. Hok Sv didn't choose fo jin the Cfardiefoyf
Department in TTSH, but having been posted heve, he did
hi¢ best and Far’fornﬂcd well in all areas, He also found the
fime fo ¢ty for the ¢pecialict physicion exams, and wag
planning. o <it for the 1t part in May 2003, Ironically, he
wanfed to work. in the Coronary Care Unif, a he felt he
needed to learn more about that arca.

One can't help feeling. that Hok Su “took. the bullet” for ve.
In a ¢ense, he was the Gacrifice that let the rest of v off
the hook.. It would be in the CCVU that tok Sy, fogether
with many other doctors and even more nurées amd& other
ctaff, was infeeted with the novel coronavirug vesponsible for
the ovtbreak of SARS in SEngaporc in 2003,

Hok Su leaves behind a loving family = hi¢ father Dy On
Thiam Teng, hig brether and gicters, and Foignanﬂbl, hi¢ fiancee
Tania Oh, whem he planned fo wed in September thic year:
53&[11, Hok Svs mother, a foffow doctor, alse succumbed o
the <ame deadly viru. T?)épﬁqor with their loved ones, we
mourn their pacsing.

We migs Hok Su — hig cheerfulness, his gentleness, hig
friendship, his ¢mile.  We will vemember him alwayg.
One qung_ is certain — his smile will stay with v forever.

Pr. On‘? famil') and flancee wish to convey their
aﬂ»‘c{,ia' ion to the ¢taff who ook care of him dvring_ hig
dat? at Tan Tock ‘Scng_ Hospital.

ln Memoriam,

From the

Medical Offiwrg
Department of Cardiolo Y
Tan Tock 30"3% Hocpita

Dr Chin Chee Fang, Dr Lee Knok Keong, Dr Liew
Li Lian, Dr Liv Mé: Dr Xv Wei, Dr Yeo Foh Shuan
Daniel, Dr Yeo Wee sonég
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